
 

AT&T Invests More to Help Bridge the Digital Divide in Cleveland 

New Connected Learning Center offers connectivity, devices and digital learning resources; 
AT&T and NBA Cares to provide 500 computers to families in need; and AT&T Fiber network 

expanding in Glenville area 
  

CLEVELAND, Mar. 3, 2022 
 
What’s the news? As part of our $2 billion commitment to help bridge the digital divide, AT&T* 
Ohio today opened a new AT&T Connected Learning Center inside the Ashbury Senior 
Computer Community Center (ASC3) ** in Cleveland’s Glenville neighborhood.  
 
This is the second AT&T Connected Learning Center launched in Cleveland, following another 
that opened at Esperanza in December. We have plans to open more than 20 centers across the 
country. Centers will be housed within local organizations that support under-resourced 
populations, including some of our nation’s most vulnerable students and families. 
 
In addition, we are working with NBA Cares to provide 500 laptops to underserved families in 
the Cleveland area and expanding our fiber network to neighborhoods surrounding ASC3. 
 
Why is this important?  In Cleveland, it’s estimated that more than 13,000 K-12 students1 don’t 
have access to the internet, an issue that is part of the digital divide.  
 
“We cannot overstate the importance of connecting our residents to the digital economy,” said 
Cleveland Mayor Justin M. Bibb. “This investment by AT&T provides infrastructure, supports the 
work of a valued local program at ASC3, increases connectivity in a core Cleveland 
neighborhood, and even brings computers to families that need them. Connecting Clevelanders 
is vital but as mayor, I can't do that alone. We must engage the private sector with partners like 
AT&T to help our residents get the skills they need to compete in our economy today.” 
 
“We have never been afraid to reach to AT&T about our families who need assistance,” said 
Wanda Davis, Executive Director of ASC3. “AT&T always comes to bat. This Connected Learning 
Center and the fiber internet service in our neighborhoods will help connect our families to 
learning, to jobs and to health care. I can now say there is no reason for people in this area to 
not be connected, and we are so pleased to help them learn all it can do for them.” 
 
How we will make it happen 
The Connected Learning Center will provide high-speed AT&T Fiber internet, Wi-Fi, Dell 
Technologies computers — as well as education, tutoring and mentoring resources — for local 
underserved students and community members. We are also contributing $50,000 in support 
of ASC3 programming. 
 
As part of its ongoing commitment to championing digital inclusion for underserved 
communities, Dell Technologies is donating new Dell OptiPlex computers and Dell monitors. 

https://about.att.com/story/2021/digital_divide.html
https://about.att.com/story/2021/connected-learning-center-cleveland.html
https://digitalbridgek12.org/toolkit/assess-need/connectivity-map/
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Overland-Tandberg, a leading Black-owned global technology and IT services company, is 
leading the onsite configuration of the computers. Families utilizing the Connected Learning 
Center will also have access to education content from collaborators like Khan Academy and 
mentoring support from AT&T employees.  
 
“Our investment in the AT&T Connected Learning Center at ASC3 directly reflects our 
commitment to address the digital divide and make an impact in the communities we serve,” 
said AT&T Ohio President Molly Kocour Boyle. “As our fiber expansion in the surrounding 
neighborhoods shows, we are working to expand our fiber footprint and will continue 
delivering ultra-fast internet that helps connect the city’s underserved students and families to 
the technology they need.” 
 
How else are we supporting underserved residents in Cleveland? 
As part of the AT&T Connected Learning initiative, we are teaming up with NBA Cares to work 
with PCs for People to provide 500 refurbished computers to underserved families in the 
Cleveland community in 2022. Clevelanders interested to receive one of the 500 refurbished 
laptop computers may apply through the AT&T Connected Learning Centers in Cleveland at 
ASC3 or Esperanza. 
 
We offer affordable internet options 
We’re continuing to help make internet more affordable for millions of eligible households 
around the country, including in Cleveland. Eligible households can sign up for free internet 
service by combining the $30 a month benefit from the new federal Affordable Connectivity 
Program with our low-cost Access from AT&T plan, which provides faster internet speeds of up 
to 100 Mbps. 
 
We are committed to providing comprehensive, agile and affordable solutions for education 
institutions, libraries and government entities to connect students, teachers, library patrons 
and underserved constituents. Since March 2020, AT&T has connected more than 650,000 
students and teachers, across 50 states, in collaboration with departments of education, school 
districts, and higher education institutions. 
 
We are expanding our network 
To help neighborhoods surrounding ASC3, AT&T is also expanding our award-winning fiber 
network to nearly 300 customer locations in the area. We will continue to invest in bringing 
fiber and connectivity to the Cleveland area. From 2018-2020, we expanded coverage and 
improved connectivity with a nearly $350 million investment in our wireless and wireline 
networks in metro Cleveland. In the state of Ohio, AT&T Fiber is available in Cleveland and 
more than 75 other Ohio communities. 
 
Learn more at att.com/connectedlearning. 
 
1 Source: https://digitalbridgek12.org 

 

https://about.att.com/csr/home/society/education.html
http://cares.nba.com/
http://www.asc3.org/
http://esperanzainc.org/
http://about.att.com/story/2022/new-access-plan-plus-new-federal-benefit.html
http://about.att.com/story/2022/new-access-plan-plus-new-federal-benefit.html
http://about.att.com/story/2022/affordable-connectivity-program.html
http://about.att.com/story/2022/affordable-connectivity-program.html
http://www.att.com/internet/access/
https://www.business.att.com/content/dam/attbusiness/collateral/public-sector-bridging-communities-unlimited-and-10GB-offer.pdf
https://about.att.com/ecms/dam/snrdocs/CAPEX2021/Cleveland_%20OH%20CapEx%20Market%20Release%20FINAL.pdf
https://midwestregion.att.com/att-fiber-in-ohio/
http://att.com/connectedlearning
https://digitalbridgek12.org/
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*About Philanthropy & Social Innovation at AT&T 
We’re committed to advancing education, creating opportunities, strengthening communities and 
improving lives. As part of our companywide 3-year, $2 billion commitment to address the digital divide, 
we launched AT&T Connected Learning to invest in connectivity and technology, digital literacy and 
education solutions to help today’s learners succeed inside and outside of the classroom. Since 2008, 
we’ve committed more than $600 million to programs that help millions of students across all 50 states 
and around the world, particularly those in underserved communities. 

 
**About the Ashbury Senior Computer Community Center (ASC3) 
The mission of ASC3 is to bridge the digital divide in our inner-city communities by addressing the 
technology needs of those with limited income via education, resources and training through technology 
literacy and access to technology. ASC3 was established to implement positive initiatives which provide 
empowering technology resources to Greater Cleveland residents (young adults 18-40, mature adults 
45-64, and senior citizens 65 and older). The humanitarian-centered philosophy of ASC3 provides a 
nurturing atmosphere conducive for clients to learn and thrive, regardless of educational and/or 
financial barriers. With an ‘intergenerational learning’ component in our programs, ASC3 further assists 
in closing the gap and decreasing disparities in the use and understanding of technology for our mature 
adults, elders and youth. 
 
For more information, contact: 
Phil Hayes 
AT&T Corporate Communications 
312-241-6085 
phil.hayes@att.com 
 
 

 

http://www.asc3.org/
mailto:phil.hayes@att.com

